
▌PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Definition 

A process that directly engages the public in decision-making and gives full consideration to 

public input in making that decision. The level and nature of participation is usually described in 

terms of the openness of the process to the public, explained with respect to typologies such as 

eight-level scale of Arnstein (1969), Figure 40a, or five-level scale of the International 

Association of Public Participation (2017), Figure 40b. 

Public: One or more natural or legal persons, and, in accordance with national legislation or 

practice, their associations, organisations or groups. 

The public concerned: The public affected or likely to be affected by, or have an interest in, the 

environmental decision-making; for the purposes of this definition, non-governmental 

organizations promoting environmental protection and meeting any requirements under national 

law shall be deemed to have an interest. 
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Figure 40a Ladder of Participation. (Source: Arnstein 

1969) 

 

 

 
Figure 40b IPA2’S Public Participation Spectrum. 

(Source: http49) 
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Translations 
Bosnia and Herzegovina Građanska 

participacija/Sudjelovanje javnosti 

Bulgarian  участие на обществeността 

Croatian Sudjelovanje javnosti 

Czech Ùčast veřejnosti 

Danish Borgerindragelses 

Dutch Publieks participatie 

Esperanto  Publika partopreno 

Estonian Avalikkuse kaasamine 

Finish Osallistamis 

French Participation publique 

German Öffentlichkeitsbeteiligung 

Greek Διαδικαδία δημόσιας διαβούλευσης 
Hebrew ציבור שיתוף הליך 

 

Hungarian közösségi részvétel 
Italian  Partecipazione pubblica 

Islandic þátttaka almennings/opinber þátttaka 

Latvian Sabiedrības līdzdalības 

Lithuanian Visuomenės dalyvavimo 

Montenegrin Učešóa javnosti 

Polish Partycypacji społecznej 
Portuguese Participação pública 
Romanian Participare publică 
Russian  участия обществa 

Slovakian Ùčast verejnosti 

Slovenian Sodelovanje javnosti 

Serbian Партиципација јавности 

Spanish Participación pública 

Swedish Allmänhetens deltagande 
 


